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Via Hand Deliven'

Ms, Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 lih Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

ORIGINAL

Re: Ex Parte Presentation in CC Docket No. 98-14!J

Dear Ms. Salas:

Pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the Commission's rules, the Competitive
Telecommunications Association ("CompTel") hereby gives notice that on November 20,
2000, its representative, and representatives its member companies Tachion Networks,
Inc. ("Tachion") and Advanced TelCom Group ("ATG") met with Commission staff
regarding the above-referenced proceeding. Attending the meeting from the Commission
were: Johanna Mikes, William Kehoe, Shanti Gupta, Staci Pies, Alan Thomas David
Ward, Paul Marrangoni, and Kathy Farroba.

CompTel urged the Commission to adopt a definition of the word "necessary" for
purposes of interpreting Section 25 1(c)(6) of the Act that would allow any equipment to
be collocated in the ILEC central office which contributed to, or increased, the
"collocation throughput" of a given collocation arrangement. In illustrating this concept,
representatives of both Tachion and ATG explained, using physical models of the
Tachion Fusion 5000 (a multi-function piece of equipment), how the number of potential
customers, and, thus, interconnection traffic, would be expanded with even less space
requirements than traditional single function equipment, ifCLECs were able to collocate
equipment such as this in the ILEC central office.

ATG and Tachion also explained that the demand for scarce ILEC tandem space
would also be minimized through placement ofmulti-function equipment in ILEC end
offices. Tachion further explained that whether the equipment had its "full functionality"
or only selected capabilities had no effect on the amount of ILEC central office space
needed for collocation, as functionality in this equipment is software-driven.

Representing CompTel member Advanced TelCom Group was Kathleen
Marshall. Representing Tachion Networks were Lawrence Roberts and Holly Rachel



Smith of Davis Wright Tremaine LLP; and Ernest Russo, David Zeckhausen, and
Theodore Weitz of Tachion Networks. Representing CompTel was the undersigned
attorney. During the meeting, written materials were distributed, copies of which are
attached to this letter.

Sincerely,

~g
/Jonathan Lee

Vice President,
Regulatory Affairs
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